PICO Worksheet and Search Strategy 

1. Define your question using PICO: Patient/Problem, Intervention, Comparison, and Outcome. 

Patient/Problem:  _______________________________________________________________
Intervention:  __________________________________________________________________

Comparison:  __________________________________________________________________

Outcome:  ____________________________________________________________________
2. Write your question:  _____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3. List search terms and alternative terms/synonyms based on your PICO question.  Include controlled vocabulary (subject headings) if possible.
______________________________________
____________________________________
______________________________________
____________________________________
4. List any inclusion criteria that might pertain to your search.

Gender:  ______________________________     Age Range:  ___________________________ 

Publication Dates:  ______________________     Language:  ____________________________ 

5. Type of clinical question:  □  Therapy      □  Etiology      □  Diagnosis

□  Prevention     □  Prognosis    □   Meaning     □  Quality Improvement     □  Cost

6. Type(s) of study/research design to include in your search. 

	□  Systematic Review
□  Randomized Controlled Trial (RCT)

□  Cohort Study

□  Case-control Study/Case Series



	 □  Qualitative Study 

 □  Economic Evaluation
 □ Clinical Practice Guidelines

	
	


7. List the EBP resources you plan to search.  (CINAHL, PubMed, Cochrane, etc.).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adapted from: Ebling Library, University of Wisconsin-Madison, PICO and Search Query Worksheet 
